
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
FULFORD PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON THURSDAY 14th January 2021 AT 7.15 P.M.
VIA ZOOM

PRESENT: Chairman Brunt, Cllr McNaught, Cllr Deeth, Cllr Flackett, Cllr
Oxby, Cllr Wilkinson, Cllr Baskin, Cllr Hamilton, Cllr Lovatt, Cllr
Cooke

IN ATTENDANCE: Vic Byatt– Clerk, Borough Councillor M Dodson.

APOLOGIES: Cllr Colclough, Cllr Oldham, Cllr Noblett

1/21 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.

None.

2/21  MATTERS RAISED BY THE PUBLIC

Cllr Deeth: Grit Box in Saverley Green. Cllr Deeth reported a resident from Saverley
Green had requested a grit box to be located near the bungalows (Staffordshire Rural Homes)
due to their paths being dangerous. The Clerk had also received communication from the
same lady. Stafford Rural Homes to be contacted by Clerk and advised of procedure to
follow.
The Chairman: Incidents of badger baiting The Chairman reported complaints of badger
baiting and traps near Leadendale Lane, concerns also of recent break-ins in the area. Cllr
Cooke advised that the police had been informed and extra lighting in the area requested.

3/21 TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
10.12.2020

That the minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2020  having been circulated be
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
Proposed Cllr Cooke
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Seconded Cllr Wilkinson

4/21 COUNTY & BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

Cllr Dodson reported that the Borough had secured an award towards refurbishment of
Stafford, Eccleshall and Stoke high streets. He has been dealing with a noise nuisance on
Uttoxeter road, next door to 86 Morgan House, relevant authorities now investigating.
Excessive litter and rubbish also reported in Fulford and woods, a group of people reported to
be walking around late at night.
Cllr Cooke asked, on behalf of a parishioner, when the gypsy site refurbishment will be
completed? Cllr Dodson reported that the work was almost completed after a slight delay.

5/21 FINANCE

(a) Accounts for Payment

RESOLVED - Authority was given for cheques to be issued in settlement of the invoices
listed on the payments summary,  following an explanation from the Clerk that the list
was currently in the process of being improved. The Clerk and Cllr Deeth will be meeting
on 23rd January to formulate a more in-depth finance system to improve all finance
information available to Councillors.

(b) Chairman advised that the previous Clerks salary will need to be paid again this
month due to a delay with paperwork from the solicitor being signed.

(c)   Cllr Oxby asked if a more comprehensive payment list would be produced from
scribe moving forward, the Clerk explained this had not been possible in recent months
due to the backlog of information for scribe entry.
Proposed Cllr Baskin Seconded Cllr Mcnaught

6/21 PLANNING

The following applications had been forward to the Councillors and the following comments
were noted for report to SBC.

20/33377/HOU - 10 Blacklake Drive - Allowed no concerns
20/33509/HOU - 37 Sutherland Crescent, Blythe bridge - Allowed no concerns
30/33552/NOTH - 54 Hilderstone Road, Meir Heath -Objected - Clerk to contact Cllr
Roycroft to Call In
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7/21 OTHER MATTERS REQUIRING A DECISION BY THE COUNCIL

(a) Items - the notice of which was given to the Clerk As instructed, the Clerk
included the following matters on the agenda for this meeting and the topics
were then discussed by members: -

Co-Option - Meir Heath Ward

The Chairman introduced as a candidate for co-option. Jamie gave aJamie Williams
brief overview of himself and interest in becoming a Councillor.

RESOLVED: All Councillors voted For Jamie and the Chairman welcomed him as
Councillor Williams.

Noticeboards

Cllr Oxby reported that Parish Notice Boards were not being updated, maybe due to
covid risks, and explained that he has been maintaining Fulford noticeboard and
keeping all information upto date. Location of all Parish notice boards was discussed and the
lack of keys to access them.

RESOLVED: It was decided that some Councillors would manage the various Parish notice
boards and a consistency of information displayed in them would be overseen by the Clerk.
Extra noticeboard keys would be ordered and distributed by the Clerk. Councillors
responsible: Blythe Bridge 1 - Cllr Deeth

Blythe Bridge 2 - Cllr Mcnaught
Fulford - Cllr Oxby
Stallington - Cllr Oxby
Saverley Green - Cllr Hamilton
Meir Heath - Cllr Williams & Cllr Baskin
Rough Close - Cllr Cooke

Training

The Chairman expressed the opportunities for Councillors to partake in more training
than has been available historically. A new Training Policy & Procedure document,
circulated with the agenda was discussed. Cllr Deeth asked for clarification around the
figure ring fenced for the Clerks training. The Clerk explained the figure was a one off
figure to cover the cost of the CILCA Training to be undertaken. The Clerk also discussed
that as part of the policy if a Councillor were representing two Councils then any training
costs would be split between the Councils.

RESOLVED: The Council agreed that the Training Policy was passed and all agreed that
training costs were to be split between councils where applicable.
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Archive Working Group
The Clerk described that the office currently holds many boxes of unorganised paperwork
that needs to be investigated and suggested an archive group to help identify and retain
relevant paperwork. Also discussed was the length of time since the council stored any
documents with Staffordshire Borough council. Cllr Oxby noted that documents had been
archived with SBC when Stephen Beck was the Parish Clerk. Cllr McNaught commented that
the paperwork had been unused for a number of years and therefore any sorting/archiving
would be able to wait until after Covid restrictions were lifted, also mentioning safe disposal
of any sensitive documents.

RESOLVED: The council agreed that an archive group and organisation of current
documentation would be reviewed after Covid restrictions were lifted.

� Village Hall
The Clerk noted that a post box had been ordered for mail to the Council, this was unable to
be fitted as concerns were expressed from the Village Hall committee. It was agreed that this
matter needed to be discussed further or alternative arrangements made for the parish mail.

PAT Testing
The Chairman reported that equipment in the Parish office appears to need PAT testing as the
dates on current stickers seems to have expired. Cllr Oxby suggested that the office fire
extinguishers may also need to be checked. The Clerk confirmed that the fire extinguishers
had been checked and approved in December 2020. Cllr Williams explained that the current
electrical equipment with stickers on were ‘fixed’ appliances and therefore wouldn't need
PAT testing, he also explained which appliances would need testing in the future.

RESOLVED: The Council agreed that Cllr Williams would make a list of any appliances
within the office that would need PAT testing and the Clerk would source a qualified engineer
to undertake the testing.

Defibrillators
The Clerk reported that Cllr White had requested that the defibrillators need to be checked by
CFR’s and not by a gentleman who had previously been checking some of them. Cllr Oxby
also agreed that the gentleman in question shouldn't be taking on the responsibility. Cllr
Cooke expressed that he felt a donation to the voluntary CFR’s could be a consideration for
the committed work they do and checks on the Parish defibrillators.

RESOLVED: The council voted and agreed that a donation of £200 be made to the CFR’s
and that the gentleman be informed that he no longer needs to check the defibrillators. Cllr
Oxby will provide the Clerk with the contact details for the Manager of the CFR’s
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Direct Debits

The Clerk reported that although the majority of invoices and payments are made using
cheques the Council actually pay for the photocopier agreement via direct debit. The
Clerk proposed that other recurring payments be set up as direct debits for ease of
monthly finances. Cllr Deeth expressed that also within the finances it would be advisable
that the ‘Finance & Governance’ committee should meet in between Full council
meetings to ensure all invoices are signed off and paid within the correct time frame.

RESOLVED: The council voted and agreed that any relevant payments should be set up
to be paid by direct debit moving forward.

Meeting Dates
The Chairman asked whether the current meeting day/time was convenient for all
members to attend as some council members may struggle with the Thursday
arrangement. Councillors needed to check their other commitments and the Chairman
asked for this to be discussed with the Clerk via email.

08/21 MATTERS FOR REPORT

The Clerk requested that the Clerks report be sent out on a weekly basis to keep all
Councillors upto date with any relevant information on a more regular basis rather than
waiting for the monthly meeting

09/21 ITEM (S) FOR THE NEXT MEETING

The meeting closed at 9pm
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING
1. The next meeting of the Parish Council is to be convened virtually via Zoom on TBA

Signed remotely due to Covid restrictions
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