
 
MINUTES 

 
FULFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

FULL COUNCIL MEETING 

 
THURSDAY 12TH AUGUST 2021 

 

 Fulford Village Hall  
Fulford Road  

Fulford 
Staffordshire 

ST11 9QT 
 
In Attendance: 
Cllr Peter WIlkinson 
Cllr Martin Oxby 
Cllr Jane White 
Cllr Angela Noblett 
Cllr Teri Elder 
Cllr Carol Baskin 
Cllr Dave Wheat 
Cllr Allen Gilbert 
Cllr Gareth Brunt 
Cllr Jamie Williams 
 
Mr Lewis Anderson (Clerk/RFO) 
 
4 members of the public 
 
Apologies received: 
Cllr Andrew Lovatt 
Cllr Daniel Cooke (Chairman) 
Cllr Justin Walker 
 
 
 

Meeting starts at 7:00PM 

 
1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Lovatt, Cooke and Walker. 
 

2. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATION REQUESTS 



 
None declared. 
 

3. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

To form a working group to discuss the purchase of a memorial stone in commemoration of the lives 
lost due to the Covid-19 crisis 

 

Proposed: Cllr Carol Baskin Seconded: Cllr Dave Wheat 
 

For: 8 Against: 0 Abstensions: 0 

 
4. TO ALLOW FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
A member of the public thanked the Parish Council for their efforts in improving the issues of antisocial 
behaviour on Grindley Park, but raised issues regarding the overflowing litter bins on the Park. 
 
Cllr Wilkinson sympathised with the resident and also stated that a similar issue had occurred with the 
lack of grass cutting. 
 
Cllr Brunt stated that a group of Cllrs are going to operate a cleanup on Sunday, alongside some 
volunteers. The Clerk stated that he would circulate a risk assessment for the event on Sunday. 
 
A member of the public raised concerns with contacting the Council via the Facebook page and via the 
office. The Vice Chairman stated that the Council had not got access to the Fulford Parish Council Facebook 
page and that the office phone was not regularly maintained. 
 
Cllr Williams joined the meeting.  
 
Cllr Noblett reiterated complaints from Grindley Park  
 
Cllr Noblett asked if a tarmac path could be introduced onto the Common to allow for wheelchair access. 
Cllr Noblett recommended that the resident contact the County Council, and wished for the Parish Council 
to reiterate. 
 
Cllr Brunt joined the meeting 
 
The Vice Chairman noted a resident’s concerns regarding flooding in Rough Close. The ward Cllrs, Cllrs 
Brunt and Baskin, stated they were aware of the issue. 
 
 
 

5. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND BOROUGH COUNCILLORS 
 
No reports or apologies had been received. 
 

6. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
 
The Vice Chairman stated that Cllrs need to be aware of their responsibilities in public office. He also 
reiterated that Cllrs should be attending meetings as often as possible.  



 
7. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS 

 
Cllr Brunt reported that one applicant had applied for the Clerk’s job. Cllr Brunt stated that he would 
report on other relevant areas within the meeting Agenda. 
 
Cllr White stated that the Internal Auditor had been directed by the External Auditor to conduct a full 
transactional review on Fulford Parish Council’s financial year for 2020-21. The Governance Committee 
has been working on this since the AGAR meeting in June.  They would discuss their findings with the 
Internal Auditor during their next visit on 16 Aug 21. Cllr White also stated that many of the queries related 
to the Events Committee and Community Action Group activities. Cllr White reminded all councillors  
regarding their legal responsibilities to provide evidence, if requested to do so, and she warned them 
regarding the potential for a police investigation, if the queries could not be resolved.  
 

8. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL CLERK 
 
The Clerk noted many residents’ correspondence regarding the length of grass across the Parish. The Clerk 
stated that he thought the Council may wish to issue a statement on the websites and post to local 
residents regarding the action being taken on anti-social behaviour at Grindley Park and the efforts into 
resolving the length of grass. The Council wished for a statement to be drafted by its staffing Committee 
as they look into the temporary rehiring of contractors. 
 
The Clerk noted that Stafford Borough Council had requested if the Parish Council had any area of land 
they wished to designate as a memorial to the lives lost due to Covid-19.  
 

To form a working group to discuss the purchase of a memorial stone in commemoration of the lives 
lost due to the Covid-19 crisis 

 

Proposed: Cllr Gareth Brunt Seconded: Cllr Carol Baskin 
 

For: 10 Against: 0 Abstensions: 0 

 
Cllr Williams left the meeting. 
 

9. TO APPROVE THE LIST OF PAYMENTS 
 
Following the reconvening of the meeting, the Clerk updated the Council that the Amazon invoices, 
which appeared to include many purchases for the Ranger, had not been authorised by Full Council, nor 
the Clerk. Cllrs noted that the invoices appeared to have been ordered by the Chairman and wished to 
write to him to explain the orders due to his absence. The Council believed they had a duty to honour the 
orders since the employee had used much of the equipment, despite the Council not being aware of this. 
 

Description Amount Recipient Cheque No.  

Website Hosting 
Charges Jan-June 
 
Thumbturn Office Lock 

160.30 Cllr M Oxby 4309 

Fulford Village Hall 
Rent April-June 

£120.00 Fulford Village Hall 4308 



SPCA Cllr 
Fundamentals Training 

£25.00 SPCA 4307 

Grindley Park Grass 
Cut 

£362.40 Town & Country 4306 

Staffs County Council £3667.80 Legal Services 4305 

Administration £2839.13 
 

Lewis Anderson 
HMRC 

4304 
4310 

T-Shirt Printing £76.00 Sportsland Ltd  

Land Rover  £3995.00 Carol Baskin 4312 

Amazon Purchases £1180.90 Amazon 4311 

Motor Insurance £461.18 Came&Company 4313 

 

 

To approve the list of payments. 
 

Proposed: Cllr Peter Wilkinson Seconded: Cllr Angela Noblett 
 

For: 9 Against: 0 Abstensions: 0 

 
The Clerk requested the invoices that were taken by the signatories at the end of the last meeting after 
signing to be returned for the Council records.  
 
The Clerk noted that he also sought approval for the Council to either SORN the parish vehicle or tax it. 
He stated that following a request, the correct information was not provided upon purchase from the Cllrs 
that had conducted the purchase, and as such wished to seek Council approval to register and tax the car 
at the late stage.  
 

To register the Parish vehicle with the DVLA and tax the vehicle once confirmation of registration 
had been received. 

 

Proposed: Cllr Peter Wilkinson Seconded: Cllr Jane White 
 

For: 9 Against: 0 Abstensions: 0 

 
 

10. TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE ANNUAL RETURN AND FURTHER COMMENTS FROM THE 
INTERNAL AUDITOR 

 
Cllr White reported that the Internal Auditor had given a list of priorities for the Council to action. Cllr 
White noted the importance to secure the online banking card readers in the council safe until such a 
point that the online banking access can be suspended, and that the parish vehicle should be is registered 
and taxed in the Council’s name. 
 

11. TO RE-APPOINT THE INTERNAL AUDITOR FOR 2021/22 
 



To re-appoint Toplis Associates as the Internal Auditor for the 2021/22 financial year 
 

Proposed: Cllr Peter Wilkinson Seconded: Cllr Jane White 
 

For: 9 Against: 0 Abstensions: 0 

 
 

12. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON COUNCILLOR TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Cllr White informed the Council that the SPCA had been approached to deliver group training to all Fulford 
Councillors. The courses requested were Councillor Fundamentals and the Clerk: The Knowledge. The 
training will be delivered in Fulford Village Hall.  It was agreed for Cllrs to send in their availability to the 
Clerk, but Monday evenings seemed the most popular night to arrange the training.  
 

13. TO RECEIVE SIGNED COPIES OF COUNCILLOR DECLARATIONS REGARDING THE READING OF 
TRAINING MATERIAL 

 
The Clerk noted that not all Cllrs had returned their declarations regarding the reading of the Councillor 
Code of Conduct and Good Councillors Guide. The Clerk stated that printed copies would be made 
available to be returned by the next Full Council Meeting. 
 

14. TO CONFIRM THE GRASS CUTTING AND MAINTENANCE PLANS FOR THE COUNCIL 
 
Cllr Oxby reported that, as agreed in July, the two previous Council contractors were offered the job 
temporarily. Contractor 1 had agreed to a cut that had been completed and was willing to continue the 
cuts. Contractor 2 had initially agreed, but has been unable to progress due to a mechanical fault with 
their mower.  
 

To reappoint Contractor 1 until December 2021, where all contracts shall be reviewed. 
 

Proposed: Cllr Dave Wheat Seconded: Cllr Carol Baskin 
 

For: 9 Against: 0 Abstensions: 0 

 
 
Cllr Wheat stated that he believed he knew of another contractor that would be able to carry out the cuts. 
Due to the time-sensitivity of the grass cutting, Cllrs agreed to prospectively propose a budget to spend, 
should the Contractor be willing and able to carry out the cut required before the next Full Council 
meeting.  
 
 

To appoint Contractor 2’s services to cut all remaining grass before the next Full Council Meeting, at 
a cost of up to £2,000. 

 

Proposed: Cllr Carol Baskin Seconded: Cllr Allen Gilbert 
 

For: 9 Against: 0 Abstensions: 0 

 



Cllr Brunt also stated that he had spoken to the previous maintenance contractor who was interested to 
return. 
 

To offer the previous maintenance contractor the Council’s maintenance work at the same cost as 
previous. 

 

Proposed: Cllr Gareth Brunt Seconded: Cllr Carol Baskin 
 

For: 9 Against: 0 Abstensions: 0 

 
 

15. TO CONFIRM COUNCIL PLANS FOR THE COUNCIL GRASS CUTTING EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLE 
 
Cllr Brunt reported that he had attended the garage and noted its contents included the strimmer, 
incineration bin, helmets and visors, amongst other items alongside the mower. 
 
It was reported that the Land Rover was off road, and the trailer is being stored by Cllr Lovatt’s for the 
time-being.  
 
Cllrs deferred the discussion on the Council’s plans until contractors were in place to cut all grass. 
 
 

16. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE LOCUM CLERK ADVERTISEMENT 
 
One application had so far been received for the vacancy. Cllr White offered to advertise the vacancy in 
the local clerk’s facebook forum. A Staffing Meeting was called for Monday 23rd August in order to discuss 
all applications received by this date to progress towards having a Clerk in position in early September.  
 

17. TO RECEIVE ANY ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 
 

Cllrs were reminded to submit items for the next Agenda to the Clerk in good time before September’s 
meeting. 
 

Meeting closes at 9:00PM 
  
Lewis Anderson (Clerk/ Proper Officer) 

 
Fulford Parish Council 
clerk@fulfordparishcouncil.org.uk 
07990 780794 

mailto:clerk@fulfordparishcouncil.org.uk

