
FULFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 11th January 2021

Due to COVID 19 the Parish Council will meet virtually via Zoom as permitted by The Local
Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (coronavirus)(England and Wales) Regulations
2020.

Present: Chairman Brunt, Cllr Deeth, Cllr McNaught, Cllr Sandiford, Cllr Flackett, Cllr
Oxby, Cllr Wilkinson, Cllr Baskin, Cllr Hamilton, Cllr Noblett, Cllr Cooke  & Clerk Vic Byatt

1. Declaration of Interests.

None recorded

2. Apologies for absence.

Cllr Colclough

Cllr Lovatt



3. Precept

Chairman Brunt: Welcomed all councillors, explained powerpoint presentation of Parish
finances would be discussed by Cllr Deeth - experienced accountant. Chairman Brunt also
explained how the Parish had been poorly advised in previous years with regard to
financial/precept matters.

Cllr Deeth: Presented 11 slide powerpoint proposal for setting Parish precept, discussing
each slide in detail. The presentation covered, analysis of income, analysis of expenditure,
summary of 2020/21 expenditure and two estimates. The presentation then highlighted
four budget plans for consideration, Cllr Deeth explained the Parish had not increased the
precept for over 5 years diminishing the contingency/reserves.

Cllr Flackett: Expressed that overheads within the Parish had increased year on year but
the precept had not been increased to consider this factor therefore if this was to continue
the finances would be in dangerously low situation.

Cllr Cooke: Noted that, Cllr Deeths presentation highlighted that the Parish finances
needed increasing and a more business type plan put in place to manage future
expenditure.

Cllr Deeth: Proposed that he continues to work with the clerk to implement a more
substantial finance reporting system. Allowing improved reporting of the Parish finances at
every monthly meeting and more consistent updates to all councillors.

Cllr McNaught: Agreed that a rise in the precept was needed and a more indepth budgeting
system put in place.

Cllr Noblett: Noted that she thought the precept had not been increased for a 10 year
period and agreed that the increase was necessary but had reservations about the impact
on parishioners.

Cllr Cooke: Stated that not raising or maintaining the precept needed the same level and
justification as raising it.

Cllr Baskin: Responded by reminding Councillors of all the extra items the Parish has
done/will be doing if the precept is increased. Cllr Baskin discussed how proactive the
council has been in 2020 especially with regards to the christmas campaign that received
many emails/correspondence of thanks from parishioners.



Cllr Deeth: Discussed in detail the four options that could be considered to decide on the
precept:- Standstill Expenditure budget 1 & 2, Step Forward budget 1 & 2

Chairman Brunt: Informed all Councillors that they would need to vote on each option
separately to decide which was passed.

Voting took place with a majority vote in favour of option 4 ‘Step Forward Budget -
Expenditure 2’

Option 3 votes:- Cllr Sandiford, Cllr Flackett, Cllr Oxby

Option 4 votes:- Cllr Cooke, Cllr Baskin, Cllr Noblett, Cllr Wilkinson, Cllr McNaught, Cllr
Deeth, Cllr Hamilton

4. Committee Dissolvement

Chairman Brunt: Advised all Councillors that since the Parish Committees had been formed
we had acquired a number of new Councillors who brought with them very useful skill sets.
Some existing Committees were very depleted in numbers after Councillors had left and
therefore were not performing proactively. Chairman Brunt proposed that all current
committees & sub committees be dissolved with a view to electing new ones in the near
future.

Cllr Baskin: Seconded this motion

Voting took place and majority in favour of dissolving all Committees

Chairman Brunt: Advised that due to a new Clerk being appointed it was imperative that a
Staffing Committee be put in place to support all staffing issues. Chairman Brunt asked for
Councillors to form a committee that evening.

Cllr Oxby: Requested that a Councillor from each ward be represented on the staffing
committee

Committee formed to include:- Cllr McNaught (Blythe Bridge Ward), Cllr Wilkinson (Fulford
Ward), Cllr Noblett (Meir Heath Ward), Cllr Cooke (Rough Close Ward) (pending Cllr Lovatt
decision)



5. Staffing Committee (If not already dealt with under agenda item 4)

Staffing Committee formed under Agenda item 4

NEXT MEETING – Thursday 14th January 2021 via zoom at 7.15pm

Vic Byatt: Clerk


